




















caking or bituminous coal may also be present. Reese notes that, 

(w]hen coals are dug they are liable to be broken 

more or less; hence there is always a quantity of 

fragments, which constitute the small coal. When 

the coal is bituminous and of the best kind, this 

small coal is useful, as it will cake together • 

• • • ; but when the coal is little bituminous 

this small coal does not cake, and it is then of 

little value. It is customary • to separate 

the large· :from the small by screening; and the 

small is sold at a much lower rate, under the name 

of slack. It is no uncommon thing for dishonest 

dealers to mix some of this slack with good coals, 

though some 6£ it is scarcely combustible 

(Reese 1847:120). 

The study of coal and wood use at the Gibbes House suggests that coal 

was present in considerable quantities early in the antebellum period and that 

Gibbes' use of wood was minimal. By the mid-nineteenth century coal was 
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almost exclusively used (see Table 3). This reliance on coal is almost certainly 

an indication of Gibbes' wealth and status in antebellum Charleston. 

Summary 

This ethnobotanical study, while hampered by small samples, has provided 

several indications of Gibbes' wealth and status, including the presence of 

wheat and the heavy use of coal (with a concomitant decrease in the use of 

wood). Less satisfactory has been its contribution to a study of diet and 

subsistence. Regardless of flotation sample size, urban sites have generally 
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produced fewer plant remains than rural sites (Trinkley 1983, 1985), probably 

because of both preparation and preservation factors. The work at the Gibbes 

site suggests that features may be a better source of plant foods than strictly 

non-midden proveniences. 
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